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I cannot delibarately make a popular film. Indian audiences seek escape from their daily lives
when they go to cinema—my subjects are too close to daily life for popular appeal. I have to find
a way to put across the message more successfully. (In fact) I feel it is not enough to disturb the

audience—it is necessary to act as an agent provocateur. A film must project contemporary
attitudes.—Mrinal Sen (South China Morning Poot, Hong Kong, April 16, 1980)
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